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Name of Girl Scout Council

Farthest North Girl Scout Council

City State
Fairbanks AK

Write the following information exactly as the council wishes it to appear in the Workbook if accepted for the agenda.

TITLE OF PROPOSAL
Delegate Input for Blue Book Changes

STATEMENT OF PROPOSAL (in the form of a motion)
To amend the Girl Scouts of the USA Bylaws Article VIII, Section 1 by inserting:

Prior to final approval by GSUSA, any proposed changes to the Blue Book of Basic
Documents, not previously directed or approved by the National Council, shall first
be published and distributed as ‘proposed changes’ to all chartered Councils, to
then be disseminated to National Council delegates. Every chartered Council shall
have 45 days to provide comment to GSUSA regarding the proposed changes. Prior
to finalizing changes to the Blue Book of Basic Documents, GSUSA shall consider
the comments of the Councils.

This amendment will apply to all changes to the Blue Book of Basic Documents
proposed after the 2020 National Council Session.




REASONS

Historically speaking, the Blue Book of Basic Documents has been updated every three years after each
National Council Session, when delegates approved changes. However, starting in 2015, when GSUSA
focused on Council alignment around their strategic initiatives, the GSUSA Board of Directors has voted
to change the Blue Book seven (7) times, without National Council delegate input or approval. This has
made it extremely difficult for the Councils and the National Council delegates to stay current with each
round of changes. In an effort to keep up with any future changes and allow for National Council
delegates to fully participate in the democratic process, we urge the passage of this constitutional
amendment.

Since the Girl Scout movement values the democratic process, there should be an input process for
National Council delegates, through their Councils, to weigh in on proposed changes to the governing
documents. The closest example we can look at to build a strong input system into policy decision-
making is the US political system. In all state legislative systems, there is a public input process and
waiting period for the legislature to digest the feedback prior to enacting law. Since the Girl Scout
organization developed their democratic system in a similar way to the US political system, this input
process should be familiar to delegates and a logical step for the GSUSA Board to hear from delegates
and garner their buy-in.

This proposal will honor the spirit of the Constitution of the Girl Scouts of the USA as it states: “The
ultimate responsibility for the Girl Scout movement rests with its members.”

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Indicate the projected expenditures and impact on resources for councils and the national organization, for a five (5)
year period.

The Fiscal Impact to GSUSA would be minimal: The Blue Book is now electronically transmitted to all
councils. Any comments from Councils and the National Council delegates will be need to be compiled
and distributed to GSUSA Board members, requiring minimal staff time.
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Signature and Printed Name of chair, or secretary, council board of directors Date of council board meeting

On or before August 31, 2019, email to: BoardOffice@girlscouts.org
Or mail form to: Office of the National Board of Directors, Girl Scouts of the USA, 420 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10018-2798.

Submission Deadline: August 31, 2019

If additional space is needed, please attach a separate page.
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